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111 Cristina De Middel

artist, London

This is what hatred did
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Amos Tutuola’s My Lifein the Bush of Ghosts (1964) is the story of a five-year-old Nigerian boy who
escapes into the bush when his village is attacked by soldiers. The bush is a magical territory
where no humans are allowed and where the Yoruba spirits live and fight. The story is told by the
boy himself in a very basic, direct, naive and repetitive style that manages to convey the magical
and absurd reality that war and religion added to Nigerian life. The series This is what hatred did
(the mysterious last sentence of Tutuola’s book)aims to provide an illustrated contemporary
version of this story, adapting the characters, the space and the environment to the Nigeria

of today. The bush is now the Lagosian neighbourhood of Makoko, a floating slum with its own
rules, commanded by kings and community leaders: a place where no logic seems to prevail
and that is equally forbidden for those who do notbelong. Cristina De Middel

This is what hatred did will be shown at Lagos Photo Festival, 25 October through 26 November
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