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Photographs and text by
Stephen Gill

Stephen Gill, from the serl itside In, commissioned for the Brighton Photo Biennial 2010.
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The photographs in this series were made in Brighton and Hove during 2010. They feature objects
and creatures that | scooped up from the local surroundings and introduced into the body of my

camera.

I hoped through this approach to encourage the spirit of the place to clamber aboard the
images and be encapsulated in the film emulsion, like objects embedded in amber. My aim
was to evoke the feeling of the area at the same time as describing its appearance.

This technique meant | was grappling at the point where intention collided with chance. It
gave me less control, and there was a considerable element of surprise, but working with
photography’s weaknesses alongside its subjective descriptive strengths is a challenge |
enjoy.

The results included some highly detailed macro recordings amongst and within the
landscapes and portraits. | like to think of these photographs as in-camera photograms in
which conflict or harmony has been randomly formed in the final image depending on
where the objects landed.
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